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Auralia’s Story – A Mess to Maturity
Auralia was a mess when she came to Jackson-Feild. Her mother abused drugs and

2 Note from Tricia Delano

alcohol. Her father allegedly sexually abused her. Auralia herself was physically and

2 #GivingTuesday

verbally aggressive. She stole anything she wanted. She had poor impulse control

3 Campus News

and would sneak out of the house and sell herself to older men in exchange for drugs.

4 Helping Hands

Prior to JFBHS, Auralia had been in five psychiatric hospitals, three detention

5 Snapshots

facilities, and a residential treatment center in addition to community-based
mental health services.

Auralia made tremendous strides in her treatment and was one of our recent
graduates. Please read her commencement address below. We think you’ll be
pleased to see her maturity and appreciation for all she was taught.

Help in Accomplishing the Goals I Set ...
Good morning everyone! I would like to

more appropriate decisions to handle

please know that this program is not

take a few minutes to tell you how the

negative situations and emotions. I was

as complicated as you may think. Utilize

Gwaltney School faculty have helped me

willing to open up and be honest with myself

your coping skills to stay out of negative

accomplish the goals I have set for myself.

as well as with my therapist about my issues

interactions, distance yourself from getting

and concerns.

involved in negative interactions, always

Because of a caring school, my education
goals were met. I completed my GED, earned

My therapist along with the Gwaltney

use the “think before acting” technique.

my ServSafe food certification certificate

School faculty and staff has been my

That is the one thing that will help you

and passed my Driver’s Education exam.

guidance and support in completing my

a long ways, because it gives you the

I entered the care of Jackson-Feild in

GED. I am committed to continue on a

opportunity to process the consequences

September 2016. My defiant behaviors were

track that has become familiar to me in

that will come with decisions you make.

destructive to myself as well as those that I

handling everyday life situations.

I hope that you learn as much as I did

loved which were the reason for being admitted.

I look at Jackson-Feild as a gift. This is

from Jackson-Feild. Know that any and

In the beginning, I did not want to accept

the one place that has truly gotten through

everything here will be a lesson that will

to me. Past, current and future residents,

help you succeed in life.

the fact that I needed help to improve and
overcome my past negative behaviors. In
November 2016 I started taking my treatment

It’s thanks to you and your support that so many children – like Auralia – are

seriously. My therapist guided me to make

getting the help they need.

From Tricia Delano, President and CEO
Winston Churchill once said “We shall

arrived on campus with a history of

efforts

draw from the heart of suffering the

never ending failure and no hope in

to help

means of inspiration and survival.”

sight. Each one struggled in life and in

children

school. However, with the help of our

with

The children at Jackson-Feild are

staff, each one persevered and earned

mental

survivors. Due to a number of causes…

his or her high school education.

health and substance abuse disorders.

come to us having endured pain and

The new school year is off and running,

As we look ahead, we will continue to

suffering that no child should experi-

and we’ve rededicated ourselves to

provide to our children the best mental

ence. Yet they hang on as best they

doing the very best for the adolescents

health and substance abuse services to

can. We are there to help them not just

in our care.

ensure the best quality of life for them.

We recently underwent a site visit for

On behalf of myself and the boys and

another four-year re-accreditation by

girls, thank you for your help. Without

Ten boys and girls walked down the

the Council on Accreditation. This is a

our trustees, staff, volunteers, supporters,

aisle in June to receive either their high

rigorous process, but it’s very helpful

and friends like you, Jackson-Feild

school diploma or GED. Each one

to revisit boiler plate policies and

could not continue its vital work of

overcame seemingly insurmountable

operations. We feel good about this

improving the lives of the children and

obstacles and challenges. Each one

experience which has strengthened our

families we serve.

a variety of influences… many of them

hang on, but to succeed and have a
meaningful life.

Black Friday. Cyber Monday.
November 28, 2017
Celebrated on the Tuesday following Thanksgiving, #GivingTuesday is a global day of

www.jacksonfeild.org

giving fueled by social media and collaboration. #GivingTuesday is a great way to
kick off the charitable season and we’re excited to be participating again this year!

Like us on Facebook:
Jackson-Feild Behavioral

This #GivingTuesday we will be raising money to support our 12 Days of Christmas

Health Services

Project. This project provides special meals and recreational activities for the
children of Jackson-Feild during their holiday break from school. It would not be

Marketing and Development Office

possible without YOU, our loyal supporters.

4905 Dickens Rd., Suite 202
Richmond, Virginia 23230

For more information on how you can help, please visit www.jacksonfeild.org.
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Campus Expands – Gwaltney School Addition
Over the years, Jackson-Feild has adapted and modified not only its programs, but
also its physical campus of current and future residents.
Over the summer, two former staff houses that had until recently been serving as
classrooms for the Gwaltney School were modified to serve children in our new
Addiction Recovery Treatment Services. Because these houses are physically
distanced from the residential cottages, they are ideal for this new program.
In order to replace the space taken out of school use, an addition has been built onto
the Gwaltney School building providing two classrooms and a multipurpose room.

Youth Helping Youth
It’s three o’clock on Sunday afternoon,
and the number of youth on campus
is suddenly a good deal higher than
usual. Members of the youth group at
First Baptist Church in Lawrenceville
have arrived.
For the past few years, these teens have
focused their attention on helping the
children at Jackson-Feild Behavioral
Health Services as a part of their
ongoing outreach ministry. They
conduct a brief worship service for
the JFBHS residents and then engage
in a variety of fun and recreational
opportunities with the boys and girls.
Virginia Goode, Director of Nursing

the lives of the children at Jackson-

Services and a member of First Baptist

Feild. For their part, the members of

We thank the Lawrenceville youth and

Church, initiated the youth group’s

the church youth group describe the

look forward to a long successful

participation and has witnessed the

experience as being personally

partnership.

incredible benefits of this ministry on

rewarding and fulfilling.
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Boar’s Head Volunteers More than Good Delicatessen Foods
Like Jackson-Feild, Boar’s Head has a

April, Boar’s Head volunteers spent a

Plant Manager Mike Kneeland and his

long history of success. In 1905, Frank

day on campus organizing and stocking

staff have been wonderful to work with.

Brunkhorst of Brooklyn, N.Y. started

our commissary where donated items

Boar’s Head truly is a community-

his company with only three employees.

are made available to residents. In

minded company, and we are most

Over the past 112 years, Boar’s Head

addition, Boar’s Head has been very

grateful to them for all that they do to

Provisions, now headquartered in

generous in providing budget-relieving

help us help the children.

Sarasota, Fla. has grown to be an

meats and cheeses

industry giant producing delicatessen

that are served in

meats, cheeses, condiments.

our dining hall.

For a number of years,
the Boar’s Head plant in
Jarratt has been a
corporate leader helping
Jackson-Feild and other
local causes through cash
donations as well as with
contributions of goods
and services. This past

Boar’s Head Volunteers sorting through donations in our commissary.

Christmas is coming, the goose is getting fat ...
You may recall that song. It’s an oldie, but a goodie. It’s about kindness, charity, and
helping your fellow man.
The boys and girls at Jackson-Feild need your help to have a happy Christmas. Each
child creates a Christmas Wish List not to exceed $150. Through the generosity of
our donors, every child’s wish list has been sponsored ever since we began this
project several years ago. We hope we can count on your help this year.
Please contact us and we will send you the list(s) and you can let us know what you
would like to purchase – one or two items or the entire list. If you don’t have time
to shop, please consider making a donation and our staff – our elves - will do the
shopping for you. For additional information, please call the Development Office
at 804-354-6929 or email mmelo@jacksonfeild.org or tbalsbaugh@jacksonfeild.org.
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Please put a penny
in the old man’s hat.
Fall 2017

Ms. Aquisha Stith in action teaching
her Science class.

Members of the Colonial Heights Rotary Club
collected school supplies and delivered them to
campus along with the goodies for an old-fashioned
ice cream social.

Thank you to Boddie Noell Enterprises for the
donation of chairs for our dining hall.
Residents watch intently as the University of Richmond
Spiders play the University of Albany Great Danes at UR
Stadium on October 7.
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Jackson-Feild Homes
has earned the Better

Business Bureau’s Wise Giving Alliance Charity
Seal, assuring donors that we meet the BBB’s
comprehensive standards demonstrating a
commitment to accountability and ethical
practices. We are also registered in good standing

Jackson-Feild Behvorial Health Services
546 Walnut Grove Drive
Jarratt, Virginia 23867

with the Office of Consumer Affairs (OCA) with
the Virginia Department of Agriculture. A copy
of our financial statement is available on our web
site and with the office of OCA. We receive an
independent audit annually, and our IRS Form 990
is posted on our web site.

Credibility • Integrity • Achievement

We’ve Moved!

You can now find our
Marketing & Development office at
4905 Dickens Road, Suite 202
Richmond, VA 23230
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