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In those early-20th century years, the Jackson-Feild Episcopal Home for Girls was
an operating farm led by Superintendent Miss Edith “Ma” Gage where the staff and
children lived their lives much as any family would. They grew and preserved their
own food, raised chickens and dairy cows, maintained an orchard, and attended
school and church.
The 1960s brought significant change to Jackson-Feild. Foster care homes –
rather than orphanages – became the preferred environment for children in
need of parental care. In response, our Board of Trustees recognized the need
for residential services for abused and neglected children, so our focus changed
to serving this at-risk population.
From 1988 to 2011, Eleventh House – located in Richmond – provided communitybased services designed to prepare girls for independent living and taught parenting
skills to pregnant girls. Our premier Maternity and Infant program served pregnant
teens and young mothers on our Jarratt campus from 2004-2011.
Today Jackson-Feild is a behavioral health organization treating children with severe
emotional disorders. In addition to receiving innovative and intensive therapeutic
services, the boys and girls on our campus attend our Gwaltney School, established

The girls are ready for the ride to church in

in 1994, as part of their overall program of care.

1921 (top). Today our boys and girls enjoy
special activities like the annual fishing

For 160 years, Jackson-Feild Homes’ mission has been to help children. Our ability to

outing (bottom).

meet their needs has never wavered. We honor our past and we embrace our future.

From Tricia Delano, President and CEO
Jackson-Feild Homes celebrates a

health services to children. We will

significant birthday this year. At 160

continue to operate with integrity and

years old, we are one of the oldest

be accountable in all aspects of our

residential children’s programs in the

operations. We will partner and

nation.

collaborate with the mental health
community to provide the best possible

As I reflect on our long history, I see

services to the boys and girls in our

that our future is bright. Jackson-Feild

care. We will continue to be resilient

Homes is a trusted behavioral health

and flexible as we meet future changes

organization that has been in transition

in the field of behavioral health

Tricia Delano, with

for several years in order to better meet

services.

Board of Trustees member Sharron Kitchen

the needs of children with severe

Miller, displays proclamation from Virginia

emotional disorders. Change is the

We are very thankful for the help we

norm in providing services to children,

receive from you – our stakeholders.

and we welcome change.

Your support ensures that we are able

All of us at Jackson-Feild draw strength

to fulfill our mission and continue to

from our past but boldly embrace our

What won’t change is our commitment

transform the lives of children with

future because we feel our best days are

to be a leading provider of mental

mental illness.

ahead.

1855

June 1855
A yellow fever epidemic
breaks out in Norfolk,
Virginia, killing 10 percent
of the population.
October 1855
Rev. William N. Jackson
establishes Jackson Orphan
Asylum in Norfolk
to serve orphaned
children whose
parents died
during the
yellow fever
epidemic.
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1860s

1870s

1865
The Asylum conforms
to the custom of the
day in binding out
older children under
indentures of
apprenticeship to
learn a useful trade.

Governor Terry McAuliffe.

1880s

1890s

1900s

Mr. and Mrs. George W.
Feild donated their home,
Walnut Grove, to the
Episcopal Home for Girls.
Until 1963, this was the
only building on campus.

Rev. William N. Jackson,
Rector of St. Paul’s Episcopal
Church in Norfolk.
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1910s

The girls in 1971 (left), staff
with the girls in 1941 (above)
and in the 1920s (right).

1920s

July 1920
The Episcopal Home for Girls opens in the rectory of Grace
Episcopal Church in Emporia. It begins with one girl and
has six girls by the end of the year. Rev. Norman F. Marshall,
Rector of Meherrin Parish, is Superintendent. A young Edith
Gage is employed as Matron, beginning a nearly 40-year
affliation with the Home.

1930s

1940s

1950s

1933
Rev. Marshall retires
as Superintendent.
Miss Gage becomes
Superintendent.

Daily life begins at 5:00 a.m.
with chores, then breakfast
and off to school. All
transportation is via bus.
On Sundays, the girls travel
to Grace Church for worship
services.

1922
Mr. and Mrs. George W. Feild donate their ancestral
home, Walnut Grove, and 70 acres to the Episcopal
Home. Miss Gage and 10 girls move into the house.
1925
In the interest of economy, the Jackson Orphan Asylum
and the Episcopal Home for Girls decide to combine their
work and pool resources. The name, Jackson-Feild, is
chosen to honor the two men who had made it possible.

Jackson-Feild Homes

1949 • The JFH bus
1956 • In September,
the girls leave for the
first day of school.
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Virginia Spivey – an Idyllic Childhood and a Life Well Lived
Virginia Harrison Spivey, like so many

Last spring, Jackson-Feild Homes’

discovered that an owl had captured a

children born in the early 1900s, had

President and CEO Tricia Delano and

snake, flown up into the power lines,

a bit of a rough start in life. As the flu

Vice-President of Advancement Tod

and shorted out not only Walnut Grove

epidemic spread up and down the East

Balsbaugh sat down with Virginia

but also much of the town of Purdy.

Coast in 1918, Virginia’s father left his

Spivey and her son, Tom, and learned

Without delay, the men removed the

family, taking Virginia’s brother with

why Jackson-Feild’s oldest living alumna

creatures, repaired the lines, and

him while leaving Virginia and her

said that she had “an idyllic childhood.”

restored power.

mother. After the death of their mother,

In the early days … the “orphanage days”

Mrs. Spivey spoke fondly of Miss Edith

each of the sisters was sent to live with

when the residents and staff called it

“Ma” Gage who was Jackson-Feild’s

a maternal aunt. Three little girls were

The Home … every day at Jackson-Feild

Superintendent from 1933 until 1959.

separated and living with family

was simple and fun-filled. It was a rural

“She was a much-loved saint. Miss

members who were already struggling

life. The girls worked in the garden, fed

Gage was like a mother to the children,

to stay afloat in an era when times were

the livestock and helped with everyday

and every girl tried to emulate her.”

tight. In 1922, Virginia, Bertha, and

chores. In addition, the girls were

Edith were reunited when they came to

taught etiquette, manners, respect for

While Miss Gage was the mother figure,

live at the Episcopal Home for Girls.

others, and how to manage a household.

Mr. Marshall – the founder of the

sisters, Bertha and Edith, with their

Episcopal Home for Girls – was the
The adjoining tight-knit

father figure. Mrs. Spivey fondly

community of Purdy

recalled Mr. Marshall and his Model T

was a second home to

Ford. “When I was 14 years old, Mr.

Virginia and all the

Marshall taught me how to drive. I

girls. Community

used to drive him around the country-

members embraced

side to visit parishioners and conduct

The Home and would

business.” She also recalled a canvas-

respond at a moment’s

sided bus that was used to transport

notice whenever there

residents to Purdy School and to

was a need on campus.

church on Sunday.

Mrs. Spivey recalled
an occasion when the

Daily life at The Home was very much

power went out and

like any other home in any other rural

the men of Purdy were

area of the country. The girls woke at

called. Responding

dawn to do their morning chores, went

immediately, it was

to school, played afterward, did their
afternoon chores, and went to bed

Jackson-Feild Homes

Virginia Harrison Spivey

knowing that they were loved by every

and her sisters

member of the staff. Mrs. Spivey said
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there was no need for corporal punish-

sewing proved to be one of

ment at The Home. “If a girl strayed

the most beneficial. One day,

from the straight and narrow, she

a handsome young man

would get ‘the look’ from Miss Gage

visited the dime store for

and instantly bring herself back in line.”

lunch and spotted Virginia
in her new dress. Virginia

Assisting Miss Gage were Mrs. Lowe

says, “It was love at first

and Miss Abby who provided a softness

sight.” As was typical of

that balanced Miss Gage’s no-nonsense

the time, the couple was

practicality. “Miss Lowe was very

married at Virginia’s

affectionate and quick to give us a hug

home … Jackson-Feild.

when it was needed,” said Mrs. Spivey,
“and Miss Abby was always canning

Relationships among

and preparing special treats for us. Her

the girls and staff became

meals were heavenly.”

lifelong friendships. The
alumnae loved returning to The Home

Virginia Merlie Harrison

After graduating from high school,

every year for homecoming. Many,

and Emerson Leo Spivey were married

Virginia – accompanied by her sister

including Virginia Spivey, brought their

at The Home on August 27, 1933.

Bertha – went to Richmond and

children to meet Miss Gage and to see

attended Smithdeal-Massey Business

first-hand what a wonderful home

Mrs. Spivey passed away in July at the

College thanks to the efforts of Miss

Jackson-Feild had been for them.

age of 102. She was a highly-respected

Gage who paved the way for her. After

and admired member of the Emporia

completing her education, Virginia and

Tom Spivey loved to accompany his

community, very involved in her

Bertha returned to Emporia. Bertha

mother to homecoming where there

church, and an active member of the

accepted a position as an assistant to

was a bit of everything from a church

Jackson-Feild Alumnae Association

Miss Gage at Jackson-Feild, and Virginia

service to a huge feast. A particular

until recent years.

took a job at the local dime store.

memory includes the day the Navy
stopped by to inspect a submarine built

When interviewed, Mrs. Spivey recited a

One of the benefits of working at the

by a resident of Purdy. In the middle of

Bible verse that she learned as a young

dime store was that each time the latest

homecoming, three large black cars

girl at Jackson-Feild. It is a verse that

dress patterns would arrive, Virginia

slowly drove down the long Walnut

truly speaks to the essence of what

could take a pattern home and make a

Grove Drive. They were gentlemen from

Jackson-Feild was for generations of

new dress for herself provided she

the Department of the Navy, and they

young girls: “Jesus said, ‘Let the little

would model it the next day.

had driven from Norfolk “to check out

children come to me, do not hinder

the design of the submarine.” What-

them, for the kingdom of heaven

Of the many lessons Virginia learned

ever the reason for their visit, the story

belongs to such as these.’” (Matthew

while growing up at Jackson-Feild,

became legend at future homecomings.

19:14)

Jackson-Feild Homes			
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1993 • Charlie Agee, a former

1997 • Cheryl and Ron Gerhart donate

member of the JFH Friends

Eleventh House, an

Committee presents a donation

independent living

from Philip Morris to Charlie

facility in Richmond,

Menges, President of JFH Board

to Jackson-Feild.

of Trustees.
1998 • At the
Eleventh House
rededication, Cheryl Gerhart
(below right) visits with Tricia Delano (center),
1995 • Sara Wilson, left, President of the

then Director of Eleventh House, and a donor.

Board of Trustees, and a member of the
JFH Friends Committee prepare for a TV
interview promoting the Masquerade Ball,
a fundraising event sponsored by the
Friends Committee.
1992 • Lora Lynn Jones accepts a certificate of
appreciation for her service on the Board of
Trustees from Board President Duncan McDuff.

1960s

October 1960
Tucker/Rogers Cottage is constructed.
Gage Dining Hall is completed and
named in memory of Miss Edith Gage.
August 1967
The Lallie Darden Memorial Cottage
is completed from funds procured by
Dr. William G. Christian from the
Lallie Darden Legacy.

1970s

August 1978
The Robinson/Withers Recreation
Center is constructed.

1980s
April 1988
Jackson-Feild Homes assumes the
management of Eleventh House.

November 1978
All Saints Chapel is completed
thanks to a matching gift provided
by Mr. and Mrs. John Boudiette in
memory of their daughter, Helen
Marie Boudiette.

1970 • Students, staff and invited
guests gather for the Robinson-Withers

2013 • All Saints Chapel is renovated

Gymnasium groundbreaking ceremony.

thanks to donors who supported the
capital campaign.

Jackson-Feild Homes
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2006 • Former Board member,

2015 • Jackson-Feild celebrated our 20th annual

Beth Feild Pisculli, her daughter

Golf Tournament in May 2015. Funds raised from

Annalise, and her parents,

these events have supported educational programs,

George Elmore Feild and Nancy

summer enrichment activities and scholarship

Feild, pause on the front steps

funds. Since 1986 Hardee’s/

of Walnut Grove, originally

Boddie-Noell Enterprises

the home of their ancestors,

has served as the corporate

Mr. and Mrs. George W. Feild.

sponsor for the event.

2005 • John Sim, a long-time

2007 • Nick Boddie,

Board member, prepares for a

co-founder of

strategic planning meeting.

Hardee’s, cuts a cake
prepared by students
in JFH’s food
occupation class.
2014 • We adopt the business name of JacksonFeild Behavioral Health Services to more

cake are Board

adequately reflect that we are a

members Sallie

behavioral health organization.

Wanchisn and

We also introduce a new logo.

Jimmy Chisman.

1990s

2000s

July 1992
Gwaltney Cottage is completed. It’s a residence
for girls and also contains classrooms for the
Gwaltney School.
September 1994
The Gwaltney School is opened
to serve all the girls on campus.
August 1998
Jackson-Feild conducts the first
Capital Campaign, Act of Faith,
to raise endowment funds for
student scholarships. The
campaign raises over $2,000,000.

September 2004
The Certified Nursing
Assistant program is added
at the Gwaltney School to
train and prepare students
for a nursing career.

2010s

April 2010
Jackson-Feild receives accreditation from
the Council on Accreditation.
August 2010
Residential treatment program developed
on a trauma model to serve our children
diagnosed with Borderline Personality
Disorder.
October 2012
First boy is admitted as a resident in
Rodger’s Cottage

2012 • Ribbon-cutting ceremony is
held at Rodger’s Cottage – the first
cottage to house boys.

Jackson-Feild Homes

Waiting for a slice of
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August 2014
All Saints Chapel is re-dedicated after a
capital campaign to make needed repairs
and improvements.
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Jackson-Feild Homes
has earned the Better

Business Bureau’s Wise Giving Alliance Charity
Seal, assuring donors that we meet the BBB’s
comprehensive standards demonstrating a
commitment to accountability and ethical
practices. We are also registered in good standing

Jackson-Feild Homes
546 Walnut Grove Drive
Jarratt, Virginia 23867

with the Office of Consumer Affairs (OCA) with
the Virginia Department of Agriculture. A copy
of our financial statement is available on our web
site and with the office of OCA. We receive an
independent audit annually, and our IRS Form 990
is posted on our web site.

www.jacksonfeild.org

Credibility • Integrity • Achievement

Leave a Legacy through Planned Giving

By making a planned gift to Jackson-Feild Homes, you can help children for years
to come. A gift in your will or living trust can be tailored to meet your particular goals.
Perhaps you would consider one of these four options to continue helping Jackson-Feild in the future.
Unrestricted Bequest

have a special purpose or project in

with your survivors to develop

mind, we would love to meet with you

appropriate recognition.

With an unrestricted bequest, the

and determine if we are able to fulfill

funds you leave to Jackson-Feild will

your intent.

Endowed Bequest

be used to meet the most pressing

An endowed bequest allows you to

needs at the time of your gift.

Honorary or Memorial Bequest

help Jackson-Feild indefinitely.

Restricted Bequest

An honorary or memorial bequest is

Please discuss these options with your

a wonderful way to recognize friends

financial advisor.

With a restricted bequest, you specify

and family. We are always pleased to

how the funds are to be used. If you

honor your request, and would work

Jackson-Feild Homes
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